tember 13, 1954 


itorials and Comments 
j “HE WILL DO IT AGAIN” 


le Rev. Joseph M. Girtz attended the World Council 

hurches Assembly at Evanston as an accredited vis- 
He writes an interesting account of his impres- 
in his parish paper at Los Angeles, Calif., from 
we quote these excerpts: 

was a rather bewildering affair for our friend Tudu 


myself to find our way to the registration place and 
go through all the rigmarole that it takes to get 
3 in such an affair as the World Council of Church- 
3ut we were met at the closed door of the registra- 
‘building by a friendly Methodist pastor, turned re- 
ar for four papers in and around the little old min- 
town of Nevada, California, in order that he too 
it get to the WCC. He regaled us with stories until 
doors opened, and we, tired and hungry, could get 
morning coffee and something to eat. Having had 
the world looked brighter (in spite of the rain) and 
\dlier. Soon we were in the great fieldhouse that 
Ibeen built, at least in part, for this giant gathering, 
he beautiful campus of the Northwestern Universi- 
Here we truly were many who had come from the 

and West, to sit down together, to council together, 
wding all the many things that could be connected 
the theme of the gathering: “CHRIST, THE HOPE 
THE WORLD.” 


rst it was almost as if we “saw men as trees walk- 
about,” but then our eyes became accustomed to the 
% crowd, seated in all orderliness, and we began to 
those whom we knew, and we began to see those 
-hom we had heard and read—the great leaders of 
nchurches of the world. 1,600 representatives were 
from 48 countries, from 60 churches, representing 
rmillion Christians the world over. Then the huge 
“ries and bleachers were full of visitors, people who 
paid to get into the building to hear and see. 

= course, it did not take us long to find the India 
ation and greet them. Then we had to seek out our 
al friend, Bishop Fuglsang-Damgaard, primate of 
mark, and his delegation. He asked about Olivet 
‘its people. I gave him a copy of our ground-break- 
ulletin and told him what was going on. He was 
7 he had so little time that he could not come to see 
But we shall have the visit of Bishop Skat-Hoff- 
r from Aarhus, who is a jolly good fellow by the 
and feel of him. 


e little incident I would like to relate. Kagawa, 
and bent with age and almost blind (he read with 
glasses and a reading glass when he delivered his 
sage), was standing looking at the book exhibit. I 
to go over and say my “kanishuwa” to him. As I 
going away two teen-age American boys came up 
to tell him that they had read his book, and one 
em said that in his home his mother often read one 
poems—the one about the light of God coming in- 
ir darkness. That touched me. Here was a little 
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man, who had become poor, sick, almost blind, impris- ‘- 
oned for Christ and His witness’ sake, but he had blessed 
many people in many lands. The thought came to me: 
O, to do a deed or say a word that would help someone. 
Then life would not be in vain for any of us. O, to help 
someone nearer to God! 

The theme of the council is “Christ the Hope of the 
World.” There is much debate (as there would of neces- 
sity be). Just what is meant by this? Is it for this poor 
world, or is it for the world to come? Of course, for us 
Lutherans, the answer is for both. But as I pondered 
the theme, I began to remember that Jesus surprised us 
all. He came so unexpected to Bethlehem and the whole 
world was amazed, and still is, at His coming. He lived 
His life with us making us forever rich and happy in 
His fellowship and faith. Then when cruel hands nailed 
Him to the cross and put Him to a shameful death, He, 
as Kai Munk so ably says, fooled them all with an Easter 
morn. Here He was again and how glorious the return- 
ing! 

Some day when this old world runs down like an old 
clock that needs winding, He will do it again. When 
some hopelessly mourn “where are the signs of His 
coming,” then this divine prankster of God will fool us 
again. He will come with glory and salvation “a second 
time” for all those who believe and follow Him. I want 
to be in that blessed company, and we shall try as hard 
as we can to see to it that all of Olivet’s children, those 
that now are and those that in the days to come shall 
come into the area of our responsibility. Meanwhile let 
us all seek to do His will here on earth, even as it is 
done in heaven. 


CLERGYMEN ELIGIBLE FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
ON VOLUNTARY BASIS 


Clergymen will be eligible for social security benefits 
next Jan. 1 for the first time since the federal system 
was set up in 1936. 

Under the final version of a bill passed by Congress 
to extend coverage to an additional 10,000,000 persons, 
ministers and priests become eligible as self-employed 
persons. Participation will be voluntary. 

The measure also offers coverage to foreign mission- 
aries, Christian Science practitioners and members of 
religious orders who do not take a vow of poverty. 

The offer of voluntary coverage applies whether the 
clergymen and others actually are self-employed or not. 
They will pay social security taxes as if they were self- 
employed. Under this arrangement, the churches or 
church organizations which employ them will not be re- 
quired to match the clergymen’s contributions to the 
system. 

To enter the plan, a clergyman must file a certificate 
on or before the due date of his income tax return for 
the second taxable year ending after 1954 for which his 
net earnings are $400 or more. 

However, the measure provides that persons ordained 

(Continued on page 15) 


By Dr. Gustav W. Heinemann of Germany 


The resistance to Hitler made close allies, in many 
countries, of Christians and communists. Today Chris- 
tians and communists are in separate camps, but per- 
sonal, human solidarity between them need not neces- 
sarily be severed. In my home city of Essen (West 
German) after the war, one of the best-known commu- 
nists was named mayor by the military government, 
and I assistant mayor. In 1946 I beat him in an open 
election and we are openly political opponents. But I 
admit freely that I still feel myself drawn to him as a 
human being. 

Communism is our direct next-door neighbor in Ger- 
many. Its exponent, the Soviet Union, has German ter- 
ritory, eighteen millions of my compatriots, and still 
thousands of prisoners in its hands. What are we to do? 
I say, if you don’t want {to shoot—you must speak. 
That is the one reason why I took a trip to the Soviet 
Union two months ago. Another reason, however, is 
as follows: the free world likes to represent its strug- 
gle against communism as a struggle of Christians 
against materialists. That there is much materialism in 
the western world, too, we know. How does it, howev- 
er, stand with the Christians in the Soviet Union? 


A Trip to Russia | 

At the invitation of the patriarch of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, on the 27th of June, I went to Mos- 
cow and was in Moscow, Lagersk, Leningrad, Kiev, 
and Odessa as his guest for nineteen days. In nineteen 
days one cannot get to know either the United States 
or the Soviet Union. But one does know more than if 
one never goes there. There were six of us, Germans 
with predominantly church interests; one of us spoke 
fluent Russian. We were able to go out alone in every 
city and were allowed to take pictures. We saw much 
of the church life, large industrial plants, agricultural 
projects, theaters, political weekly reviews, the Lenin 
Library with 17,000,000 volumes, the Komorrossow 
University for Natural Sciences, completed in 1953, 
with its 40,000 rooms and 18,000 students which is ex- 
clusively dedicated to the natural science techniques 
(with the exception of medicine) and many other 
things. 

After years of hard,violent persecution the Russian 
Orthodox Church has been living, since 1943, under 
legally controlled conditions as follows: 


Russian Church Now a Speaking Church 
Three. things are forbidden ‘to it: 1) ‘instruction among 
the youth;.2) charitable work; 3) so-called religious 
propaganda. Services in church ‘rooms and official acts 
of the priests (baptisms, weddings, funerals, prayers of 
intercession) .are permitted to it. “From many reports 
in Evanston I have-learned that--the position of the 
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Contact With Russian Christianity 


Address at 'W. C. C. at Evanston 


Since the Revolution of 1917 the Orthodox Churchj 
Russia developed the sermon, and even reading of f 
Bible in its services, more than at any time previou) 
From a singing and praying church it also became 
speaking church. 

The Orthodox Church is under the jurisdiction 
particular state bureau, which conducts the liaison | 
tween church and society. All requests of the ch 
for materials (building materials, gasoline, newspri 
etc.) must be cleared by this bureau. Anything 
other agencies have to settle with the church likew 
passes through this bureau, which at the same t: 
watches that the legal status of prohibitions and f 
mits is observed by all. 

The church services we visited on weekdays | 
Sundays were crowded. There are alledgedly 20} 
Odthodox churches in the Soviet Union. In Mosd 
there are 55. That is a small number in proportio 
the population. But the churches are more heay 
used because the number of services is greater th 
our country and because there is only standing ro} 
Juveniles and children can participate in the servi 
and actually do so. Since all real estate in the Sox 
Union belongs to the state, the church can also own 
property. The state leases the grounds to it for chu 
needs, and, in fact, without compensation and for’ 
indefinite period of time. : 


Number of Baptisms Large ; 

The number of baptisms is surprisingly large. In « 
service in Leningrad 250 children were baptized. 
bishop in the Ukraine indicated the number of b 
tisms as 90% of the newly-born children. On an av 
age it is supposed to be far more than half. Our tra 
lator, whom we knew as a confirmed Marxist and at 
ist, and whose wife shared his convictions, also | 
his child baptized. 

As in the United States, the church lives from vol 
tary contributions alone. It sells candles for the ad 
ation of the icons at a price that also comprises a ¢e 
tribution to the church. It takes up collections in 
services and accepts donations for the official acts 
its priests, for instance, for a baptism, as a rule, 25 
bles. We are under the impression that the Russ 
church is not too badly off financially. 

The Orthodox church was, up until 1917, a s1 
church. It supported the czaristic regime and the { 
dalistic exploitation of the peasants. Therefore it’ 
involved in the revolution. In the war the Bolshe 
rulers made a place for the church again, as I have 
ready described. The anti-religious propaganda | 
tinues. Schools, universities, newspapers and televi 

(Continued on page 13) 
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CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
REEDED DID DDE DDD DDH HDD ppp bp bppppbbbbbbppppts 


Presidents of W.C.C. 


xX new presidents of the World 

cil of Churches were elected at a 
Lary session of its Second Assembly 
ivanston. 


; med from North America was the 
(Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill of New 
kk, Presiding Bishop of the Protes- 
| Episcopal Church. 


liso chosen for the presidium was 

Eminence, Archbishop Michael, 
| represents the Ecumenical Patri- 
nate of the Eastern Orthodox 
rches, and is now the Archbishop 
jurisdiction over North and South 
rica, with his offices in New York. 


me others named were: 


e Very Rev. John Baillie, renown- 
theologian and Principal of New 
vege, University of Edinburgh, who 

member of the Church of Scot- 
L. 


ishop F. K. Otto Dibelius, Bishop 
the Evangelical Union Church of 
\in-Brandenburg, and president of 
Evangelical Church in Germany, 
deration of Lutheran, Reformed 
United Churches. 


ishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of 
os Aires, Bishop in Argentina, 
guay and Bolivia of the Central 
ference of The Methodist Church 
ithe US.). 


‘ar Thoma Juhanon, Metropolitan 
she Mar Thoma Syrian Church of 
abar, in South India. 


irch Women Want 
e Male Influence 


anston, Ill—Women who work on 
ies of the World Council of Church- 
»bout women want a little male in- 
Fpce. 


report to the Council’s Second 
mbly here by its Commission on 
Life and Work of Women in the 
rch proposed that a man be named 
she group’s next chairman. 


- also recommended that a man be 
ointed executive secretary, and 
£ the commission’s name be changed 
“Department on the Co-operation of 
and Women in Church and So- 


» 


lthough the commission carries on 
work solely among women, it is 
a “women’s commission,” the re- 
| emphasized. 


-Thirty-eight women from nine coun- 
tries are official delegates: to the As- 


-sembly here as against 19 at the Coun- 


cil’s organizing meeting at Amsterdam 
in 1948. In addition; 20 women were 
named consultants and 71 “accredited 
visitors.” 


Evanston Watched by 
Velde and Jenner 


Participants in the Evanston assem- 
bly of the World Council of Churches 
may not have been aware that they 
were being watched for subversive 
conduct. But they were. According to 
Religious News Service, Senator Jen- 
ner’s subcommittee on internal securi- 
ty, Representative Velde’s House com- 
mittee on un-American activities and 
the FBI were all on the job, deter- 
mined tosee that no dangerous thought 
escaped from the ecumenical meeting, 
or if it did, to see that it was properly 
punished, The R.N.S. dispatch from 
Washington, dated August 16, said 
that both the Jenner and Velde com- 
mittees had undercover agents at 
Evanston and that the FIBI had assured 
a congressman that it will keep the 
iron curtain delegates under surveil- 
lance as long as they are in this coun- 
try. Senator Jenner’s subcommittee, 
it was reported, is concentrating on 
things said by the iron curtain church- 
men, while Congressman Velde is pay- 
ing more attention to speeches by A- 
mericans. (There’s lots of “subvers- 
ive” stuff in that sermon by Bishop 
Oxnam, Mr. Chairman.) An illuminat- 
ing sidelight on this attempt to see 
that Evanston does not deviate from 
the pro-McCarthy-American line is the 
statement that “the House committee 
will rely mainly on reports from what 
one member described as ‘right-think- 
ing ministers’ who will be present at 
the assembly as observers.” Whether 
“right-thinking” here connotes right- 
thinking a la Spiritual Mobilization or 
right-thinking a la Carl McIntire, we 
are not sure. Perhaps both. But what 
a business for committees of the Unit- 
ed States Congress to be in—spying 
on a world assembly of churches of 
Jesus Christ!—Christian Century. 


Wisconsin, Missouri Synods 
Fail to Compose Differences 

The 43rd convention of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synodical Confer- 
ence of North America ended at De- 
troit with its two dominant groups un- 
reconciled over a doctrinal dispute 
which threatens to end their 82-year- 
old fellowship. 


The Wisconsin Synod objects to the 
Common Confession, a doctrinal agree- 
ment approved by the Missouri Synod 
and the American Lutheran Church. 
The Wisconsin group also has accused 
the Missouri Synod of engaging in 
‘unionistic practices’ by permitting 
joint prayer with persons outside the 
Synodical Conference. It further dis- 
approves of the Missouri Synod’s co- 
operation with the Boy Scout move- 
ment and the chaplaincy service. 


These differences led to a charge by 
the Wisconsin Synod in 1953 that the 
Missouri Synod had caused a break 
in relations between the two bodies. 
Some Wisconsin Synod members fa- 
vored an immediate withdrawal from 
the Synodical Conference or a move to 
eject the Missouri Synod from the 
Conference. 


At an early session in the meeting 
here delegates were hopeful that an 
accord had been reached when the 
convention’s floor committee intro- 
duced a “harmony” resolution. How- 
ever, the convention ended without a 
vote on the compromise measure which 
was based on discussions held between 
leaders of the two Synods. 


The resolution asked the Missouri 
Synod to “deactivate the Common 
Confession as a document for future 
fellowship with the American Luther- 
an Church.” It noted that the’ ALC 
was taking part in merger negotiations 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and the Lutheran Free Church. 


“In the light of (these) recent de- 
velopments” the resolution said, “it is 
highly improbable that the Common 
Confession will ever become the con- 
fessional document establishing Church 
fellowship between the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod and the A- 
merican Lutheran Church.” 


Urging the removal of whatever 
might threaten to disturb the unity of 
the Synodical Conference, the resolu- 
tion said that dissolution of the body 
would be a “tragedy.” 


But objections raised in the course 
of debate could not be dissipated—al- 
though the floor committee came up 
with constant revisions of the resolu- 
tion in an effort to do so. 


Even an emotional plea by Dr. John 
W. Behnken, Missouri Synod presi- 
dent, on the convention’s closing day, 
for the opposing groups to “approach 
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each other as brethren” failed to bring 
any agreement. 

The Missouri Synod leader said he 
was “saddened beyond description” at 
what happened but added that he was 
“still hopeful we are not coming to a 
break.” This sentiment also was ex- 
pressed by the Rev. Oscar J. Nau- 
mann, Wisconsin Synod president, who 
said that he did not share the “‘futili- 
ty” expressed by some members of 
the Wisconsin Synod delegation. 


Norway Group Ready for 
Mission Work in Pakistan 


Oslo—The Norwegian Santal Mission 
society has announced its readiness to 
begin mission work in East Pakistan 
if congregations isolated there by the 
1947 partitioning of India can be help- 
ed in no other way. 


When India and Pakistan emerged 
as independent nations in 1947, sev- 
eral villages including about 1,000 
Christian Santals in East Pakistan 
were cut off from the rest of the San- 
tal congregations in Bihar province, 
India. Because of the ensuing strained 
political situation, it has been ex- 
tremely difficult for missionaries on 
the Hindu Indian side of the border 
to visit the congregations in Moslem 
Pakistan. 


The Norwegian Santal Mission be- 
lieves it would be impossible to have 
missionaries in Pakistan operating un- 
der an administrative office in India. 
Thus, Christian Santals in Pakistan 
and missionaries in India have strong- 
ly urged the mother mission society to 
accept responsibility for a new field 
in East Pakistan. 


Final decision in the matter is left 
to the executive board of the Santal 
Mission, which will also consider use 
of native evangelists in East Pakistan, 
improvement of educational training 
methods, and modernization of hospi- 
tals and other institutions in both In- 
dia and Pakistan. Field missionaries 
are expected to offer suggestions. 


The Santal Mission fostered the 
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growth and organization of the Eben- 
ezer Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
which emerged as a new Lutheran 
Church in India in 1950, with some 
31,000 members. Though still some- 
what dependent on the Santal Mission 
for financial support, it is an autono- 
mous church with membership in the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


Church Membership in United States 
Rises to All-time High of 
Nearly 95 Million : 


More Americans are church mem- 
bers than ever before, the National 
Council of Churches has reported. 
Church membership in the United 
States climbed to a record 94,842,845 
in 1953, exactly 2,565,716 above the 
preceding year. 


Furthermore, church giving is at an 
all-time high, construction has expand- 
ed eightfold since 1940, and the United 
States now has more churches, more 
clergymen, and more Sunday school 
members than at any previous period 
in its history. 


Figures Taken from ‘Yearbook’ 


The figures are from the Yearbook 
of American Churches for 1955, sched- 
uled for publication by the National 
Council on September 15. 


Dr. Benson Y. Landis, Yearbook ed- 
itor, said the statistics showed a “vig- 
orous, sustained movement of Ameri- 
cans into the churches.” He said he 
felt one important reason for the gains 
was the continued shift in public opin- 
ion “in favor of a life that includes the 
spiritual and, in fact, is not complete 
without it.” 


Other factors cited by Dr. Landis 
were the increase in the birth rate, 
effective evangelistic efforts of the 
churches, population shifts which have 
produced new suburban churches, and, 
possibly, the unrelieved world crisis. 


Six out of 10 Americans—59.5 per 
cent—now hold church membership, 
the Yearbook reported. It said the 
1953 total represented a 2.8 per cent 
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increase over the 1952 figure of jj 
277,129. The church membership 
compared with a U.S. population } 
of 1.7 per cent. 


According to the Yearbook Prec} 
tants now number 55,837,325; Roi 
Catholics 31,476,261; Jews, 5,000, 
Eastern Orthodox, 2,100,171; Old Cc 
olics and Polish National Cathol) 
366,088, and Buddhists, 63,000. \ 


The relative strength of Protes|l 
and Catholic groups has remay 
“virtually constant” for more thar/’ 
years, the Yearbook said. a 


vision in American Christianity is |, 
as wide as the number indicates. 


Concentrated in 77 Groups 


According to the tabulations 98.2 
cent of all church members are ¢ 
centrated in 77 groups. There are 
bodies with more than 1,000,000 mi 
bers. | 


Leading the Protestant groups|. 
membership are the Methodist Chu) 
with 9,151,524, the Southern Bag} 
Convention with 7,883,708, and the i 
tional Baptist Convention USA vi 
4,526,887. The United Lutheran Chul 
in America is the largest Luthe 
body with 2,061,004 members, folloy 
by the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
od with 1,850,100. (These figures | 
for the United States only; Canad 
members are not included.) 


The Yearbook said 30,000,000 
sons had joined American chure 
since 1940. This was three times) 
many as had become members in | 
previous 14-year period. 


Present growth of the churches 
the continuation of a long-term tre 
In 1850, the Yearbook noted, only! 
per cent of Americans held “_ 
membership. 


Another table in the Yearbook she 
that a total of 35,389,466 young peo 
enrolled in Sunday or Sabbah scho 
an 8.1 per cent gain in a year. 


BAREFOOT BOY 


It is told that, many years aigo, the 
elders of a small church in Scotland 
met with their aging and hoary-head- 
ed pastor and gravely urged him to 
-retire. The reason for their request 
was that, for a period of a year, there 
had been no conversions in the church. 

“But there was one,” the old preach- 
er told them. 


“And who was that?” they asked. 
“Don’t you remember?” he remind- 


ed them. “It was the wee lad, Bobbie.” 

They remembered the boy, then. Not 
only had he confessed Christ as his 
‘Saviour, but he had dedicated himself 
wholly to the Lord from that time and 
henceforth. And at a service held in 
the church in the interest of foreign 
missions, they recollected that it was 
this same “wee Bobbie” who had, when 
the offering plate was passed, asked 
the usher to place the plate on the 
floor. To the astonishment of all, the 
lad stepped barefooted into the plate, 


and said: “I give myself to mission 
service. It is all that I have to gir 
The name “wee Bobbie” is not wi 
ly known. But his name as the gil 
missionary in Africa is revered 
loved the world over, among tl 
who love his Lord. For “wee Bobl 
Was none other than Robert Mof: 
who became one of the brightest li; 
ever to shine upon the Dark Co 
nent, only excelled, perhaps, by 
son-in-law, David Livingstone. 


—Our H 
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The Bible in Colombia 
y Jose Siciliani in “La Biblia en America Latina” 


r. Siciliani is sub-agent of the United Bible Aencles 
olombia, South America.) 


The year 1825 marked the founding of the Bible Society 
‘Colombia. Its founders were members of the Roman 
fholic clergy and valiant laymen who together formed 
board of directors. Its first president was Dr. Pedro 
al. Mr. James Thompson, agent of the British and For- 
Bible Society founded in London in 1804 served in ad- 
ry capacity. One can almost say that this Society died 
birth because its accomplishments were negligible. Al- 
gh it voted to print the Catholic version of the New 
\tament, there is no certainty that this was done. 


evertheless, all was not lost for God had begun to scat- 
the good seed and the harvest could be expected in due 
on. Men who had served with the British Legion in 
battle for Colombian independence remained in the 
.ntry; as Protestants they could not keep silence about 
ir faith in Christ. Among them was General Fraser who 
re real support to the Gospel cause; descendents of his 
.tinue to do likewise today. Within a short time brave 
enthusiastic missionaries came and continued sowing 
good seed. Among them were: Milne and Penzotti, who 
eled extensively and sold Bibles or Bible portions 
réever they went; Dr. H. Pratt, to whom we owe the 
emed Modern Version of the Spanish Bible; Mr. S&S. 
fille, author of the well-known Manual of Introduction 
the Study of the Sacred Scriptures. The Presbyterian 
sion, which will celebrate its first centennial in 1956, 
: wielded a tremendous influence among several genera- 
of young people, especially through its American 
ools in Barranquilla and Bogota. Many of their former 
dents are an honor to the nation and to its homes today. 


in 1953, 128 years after the founding of the original Bible 
riety in Colombia, the Roman Catholic clergy was stirred 
th a new interest in the distribution of the Scriptures. 
March of that year Bogota’s Catholics celebrated their 
st Bible Week. In conversation with me, a certain priest 
nd: “If Protestants distribute the iBble, why can’t we Ro- 
in Catholics do the same?” 


The same month marked the founding of Catholic Bible 
ttion, and rumor has it that a “Catholic Bible Associa- 
m ... such as exists in other countries” will be formed. 
»e chief promoter of these activities is Father Florencio 
warez Vasquez of the Society of Jesus, parish priest of 
= Church of La Perseverancia in Bogota. The program 
- Bible Week included a series of lectures by various 
smbers of the clergy and laymen and women on such 
ajects as: “What is the Bible?”, “The Bible and the Rule 
Faith” and “Literary Beauties of the Bible.* Questioned 
news reporters as to the reason for initiating a Bible 
sek, Father Alvarez replied: “It seemed to me it would 
a good idea since Protestants make much of the fact 
at we Catholics do not know the Bible. . .” Asked if Bi- 
» reading is necessary for the Christian life, he answered: 
he Church says that reading the Bible itself is not neces- 
-y (italics ours) for Christian living, since the Bible 
ches us through other channels (italics ours): the cate- 
sm is a simple summary of the Bible; the Word of God, 
- passages from the Gospels and other Biblical books are 
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made known through sermons, through the preaching of 
the priests, which becomes the living Bible (italics ours) . . 
And what is Catholic living other than the Bible in prac- 
tice?” 


It is clear then, that while there is a desire to give the 
Bible to the Catholic people, yet the opposite is true, since 
according to Father Alvarez the catechism and the priests 
suffice as the living Bible. Are they not already sowing 
“on stony ground’? The results may be the same as they 
were back in 1825. Naturally Colombian Protestants are 
pleased that Roman (Catholics may get to know God 
through the Catholic version of the Bible. 


I was told that more than 300 Bibles and 5,000 copies of 
the Four Gospels were sold during Bible Week. No doubt, 
publicity through press and radio, announcements of the 
subjects to be treated and the offers of 300 days indulgence 
for each 15 minutes of Bible reading awakened much in- 
terest among Catholics who previously had not daréd to 
read the Bible for fear of excommunication. Far from do- 
ing harm, the results were most favorable to us, since many 
bought not only the Catholic but also the Protestant ver- 
sion of the Bible so as to make comparisons. In our book 
store we sold 15 Nacar-Colunga Bibles and many of our 
own. Once more there must come the conviction that it is 
impossible to change God’s purposes with respect to man: 
He wills their salvation and freedom, not submission to the 
will of men. Isaiah says in chapter 55: “For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. . . So shall my word be that goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it.” 


The contrast between prohibiting the Bible and giving it 
to the people is a tangible thing: where there is prohibi- 
tion there is retrogression; where people are free to read 
it there is progress. Thus it has been in our beloved Co- 
lombia: those who have come to know the will of God 
through the searching of the Scriptures do not fill our 
taverns, prisons, hospitals, houses of vice, because Christ 
reigns in their hearts. Those places are left for those of a 
false faith. Isaiah expressed it well in 3:18: “Then shall ye 
return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, 
between him that serveth God and him that serveth him 
not.” May God continue to bless the seed sown in Colom- 
bia to the glory and honor of His Name. 


Colombia is a propitious place for the Gospel. The ma- 
jority of its people are of a tolerant nature and an open 
spirit. There is, too, an extreme religious zeal which is 
capable of fighting to the death against another which runs 
counter to it, using whatever means may be at its disposal 
when the time is ripe. This religious character is deeply 
permeated with superstition which finds expression in idol- 


~ atry, all for lack of knowledge of the basic teachings of Je- 


sus, because their guides are also straying from the Way. 
When such persons come to a knowledge of the Truth, they 
become as firm in the true faith as they once were in their 
erroneous beliefs and practices. 

The change in the political picture has been a retarding 
factor in the advance of the Bible in recent years. An as- 
surance of rights and liberties for the people and by the 
people will make it possible for the Scriptures to reach to 
the farthest corners of the land. In view of the difficulties 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Summons at Midnight 


AN ADDRESS AT WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
By Dr. Daniel T. Niles 


IT IS MIDNIGHT in the parable. 
It is also midnight in the world to- 
day. The night is so deep that 
everything has become just an ob- 
ject to be avoided, an obstacle in 
the dark against which men must 
take care not to bump. Certainly 
there are those who are blaring out 
guidance; but the guidance offered 
is so confusing that wisdom seems 
to lie in not accepting any of it. The 
hour of midnight is the hour when 
all cows are black, and he is a good 
prophet who simply tells men what 
not to do. 


Besides, at midnight every color 
loses its distinctiveness and becomes 
merely a dirty shade of gray. There 
is today so much disappointment 
and disillusion, so much frustration 
and bewilderment, that cynicism 
and despair have taken possession 
of many men’s souls. Nothing seems 
to matter, not in the dark. Honesty, 
chastity, sobriety, courtesy — these 
deal with distinctions in human be- 
havior which tend to become irrele- 
vant when it is a long midnight. 
Men at midnight listen easily only 
to those who speak about the trage- 
dy of life. 


Relief at Inaction 


Also, at midnight, nobody expects 
anything to happen. It is the hour 
when no-happening is good news. 
How anxiously, in whatever part of 
the world we live, we read our 
newspapers and as we put them 
down heave a sigh of relief. Noth- 
ing has happened! Everywhere the 
unresolved problems continue to 
stand on end and nowhere have 
they toppled over into violent activ- 
ity or event. So midnight drags on 
with our ears strained in the hope 
that they will hear no sound. 


But as in the parable, so in our 
day the tense silence of midnight is 
disturbed by the sound of a knock. 
It is the door of the church on which 
somebody is knocking. That is still 


“Which of you who has a 
friend will go to him at mid- 
night and say to him, ‘Friend, 
lend me three loaves; for a 
friend of mine has arrived on 
a journey, and I have nothing 
to set before him.” 

(Luke 11:5-6) 


* 


Dr. Niles was born of Tamil 
parents 46 years ago in Ceylon. 
He was one of the outstanding 
speakers at the World Assem- 
bly at Evanston. This sermon 

- on Evangelism should be read 
by all. 


the one familiar landmark to which 
the traveler at midnight comes. 
How bitterly men and women speak 
about their disappointment with the 
church. They may be right or 
wrong, but at least in this their at- 
titude is significant, that they feel 
that the church should not have 
disappointed them. It is the one 
house which stands where it has 
always stood, the house to which 
the man traveling at midnight either 
comes or refuses to come. Many de- 
cide not to come. Some, however, 
come and knock. And those who de- 
cide not to come are still preoccu- 
pied with the church which they 
have rejected. 


Groups at the Door 


But is it only individuals who 
knock at the door of the church? 
What, for instance, is the truth 
about this assembly of the World 
Council of Churches? Whose knock- 
ing has compelled the churches to 
gather here? Too exclusively and 
too easily we conceive the Christian 
task as that of seeking and finding 
the lost; we are constantly preoccu- 
pied about going out to do it. We 
do not sufficiently realize that the 
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evangelistic situation is again 
again that of being surrounded 4 
sought after and questioned. Th 
are those who are knocking at ¥ 
door of the church—and they # 
not merely the hungry, the honli 
less, the refugee, the displaced p}, 


community—nations, races, class} 
political groupings — knocking f] 
different reasons. Some ask § 
bread. Others simply ask what k# 
of people live in this house in w. 
a light shines at midnight. 
others come just to shake their fi 


For it is true that so often thf 
is no bread in the house. The chuf 
is expecting no callers and has lf 
in no supplies. With what bread 
had it has just managed to feed 
own children. It has sufficient obe 
ence not to put out the light in # 
window, but it does not have s} 
ficient expectancy to believe t 
anybody will come. 


Unfortunately, however, there 
also the other fact—that so ma 
members of the church get worr] 
when the church tries to prepare} 
welcome all callers. A year ago 4 
Ceylon government lifted its subsi 
on rice, and the political parties! 
the left declared a day’s hartal’ 
protest, a day’s general stoppage} 
work. Some hooliganism broke ¢ 
and the government used force | 
quell the disturbances. It was 
kind of situation in which mé 
people were concerned with w 
was policy and expediency, a 
where the common mass of -. 
felt helpless to think or speak 
terms of what was right or wrot 
Their silence and _helplessn 
knocked at the door of the chur 
The Methodist Church in Cey] 
heard the knock, woke up, and spa 
to the situation in the name of Jes 
Christ. Immediately the quest: 
was raised, “Should not the chu 
have kept quiet? After all, it ism 
night, and nothing that the chu: 
says or does will make any diff 
ence!” 
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More than Personal 


lt is true, isn’t it? that there are 
bse who bear the name of Jesus 
rist who want the church not to 
| any call but the call of private 
wrsonal need or the call for salvation 
Ler death. Here at this assembly the 
rches have come together to speak 
the questions put to the church on 
ternational affairs, on racial and 
ical tensions, on social and econom- 
problems, on the issues of church 
ity and disunity —and surely the 
urches are right in this undertaking. 
od so loved the world that he gave 
me oon.” So that the task of the 
urch is to proclaim God’s Son as the 
pe of the world. This means that 
kSus is the hope of men in all the 
tmplexities of their relationships to 
ke another, and that Jesus is the 
kpe also of the church precisely when 
pe church is engaged in setting forth 
ksus as the hope of the world. 
vangelism means that the Christian 
munity, by all that it does and 
rys and is, brings to bear the truths 
the gospel on the torments of the 
mrild. It means that thus the pres- 
ire of the gospel upon the world is 
Faintained, so that the solution to 
rery human problem—whether it be 
4e problem of war-torn Korea or the 
roblem of a widowed mother who 
ses not have the wherewithal to feed 
sy children—may be worked out un- 
sr that pressure by those whose re- 
»sonsibility it is to work it out. It isa 
Kiestion wrongly put when it is asked, 
WWhat is the Christian solution which 
xe church can offer to this or that 
=oblem?” For the task of the church 
not to offer Christian solutions to 
oecific problems, but to incarnate the 
ord in every human situation. The 
msult of such evangelism may be that 
me Word is crucified, but Jesus “must 
to Jerusalem and suffer many 
mings and be killed and on the third 
say be raised.” Pilate had power to 
=nd Jesus to his death, but Pilate had 
10 power to prevent the resurrection. 
"he hope of the world is Jesus whom 
he world has the power to crucify. 


When the church ceases to be con- 
serned with the world, then it ceases 
10 hear God speak to it; for God’s 
‘onversation with the church is a con- 
rersation about the world, and the 
hurch must be willing to converse 
tbout the world if it is to converse 
with God. It is the world which is the 
lirect object of God’s action. He made 
+. He loved it. He saved it. He will 
udge it through Jesus Christ. In- 
leed, a church that is disobedient to 
+s commission to go to the world be- 
-~omes a menace to the world itself. 
Jisobedient Jonah was the cause of 
he storm that overtook that ship on 
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its normal trading voyage, and those 
sailors had no alternative but to throw 
him into the sea. Even this is part of 
God’s providence when the world casts 
the church overboard and leaves it at 
God’s mercy. The church may not es- 
cape its commission to be the friend. 


The Position of True Evangelism 


“A friend of mine has arrived on a 
journey.” So speaks the man in the 
parable, and in so speaking he de- 
fines the position and attitude of true 
evangelism. 


Whoever comes and whenever he 
comes, he comes as a friend, and he 
comes because we have turned our- 
selves into friends. Have we not 
found that when we Christians begin 
really to desire to share with others 
our friendship with Jesus Christ, when 
we give ourselves to expectant prayer 
asking God to help us find new friends 
for Jesus, when we take seriously the 
need of keeping watch over ourselves 
lest they who come to us find no evi- 
dence of our friendship either with 
Jesus Christ or with them—that then 
the experience of evangelism becomes 
not so much the experience of going 
out to find as of being ready to wel- 
come those who come? 


The ashram in Jaffna, the town in 
Ceylon from which I come, last year 
opened an evangelistic mission among 
the Veddahs, the aboriginal tribe of 
Ceylon. There it is a contest between 
the power of the gospel in the whole 
life of man and primitive belief in the 
power of demons. There was in the 
place a Hindu devotee who was the 
center of no-response to the Christian 
work that was being done. How were 
his cooperation and sympathy to be 
won? One day his son, going out into 
the woods to gather honey, jot stung 
by forest wasps. It was known to be 
fatal to be stung like that. The boy, 
running away in headlong flight, came 
to the ashram settlement. A crowd 
gathered. The mother of the boy was 
sent for. But there was nothing any- 
body could do. There were no medi- 
cines, no doctors in a place so far 
away from anywhere. The body of 
the boy began to swell. The Christian 
evangelist in charge of the place had 
a cup of hot coffee made, gave it to 
the boy, knelt down and began to 
pray. As the prayer went on, the boy 
quieted down. Soon he was breathing 
without panting, and in two hours’ 
time he went home with his mother, 
perfectly whole. The next morning 
the father arrived, full of apologies 
and bursting with thanks. A friend 
had been won to the cause of Christ. 
Christ had brought him to the door of 
a friend. 


Causes of Failure 


There are many causes for the lack 
of results in evangelistic work, but the 
primary cause always is failure in ex- 
pectant love. Often we do not care 
sufficiently about people as people. We 
are concerned about evangelism, but 
this concern is largely the consequence 
of a desire to fulfill our evangelistic 
duty as Christians. But evangelism, to 
be true evangelism, must cease to be 
a duty. It must become an inevitabili- 
ty. The shepherd looking for his lost 
sheep is not fulfilling a duty. A moth- 
er praying for her erring child is not 
meeting an obligation. A church de- 
claring God’s judgments to the people 
is not just obeying a call. A friend 
sharing his friendship with Jesus is 
not simply discharging a responsibili- 
ty. “The love of Christ controls us,” 
says St. Paul. 

Listen to the cry of him who is the 
Evangelist, as it comes to us echoing 
down the pages of the Bible: “Adam, 
where art thou?” ‘How shall I give 
thee up, Ephraim?” “How shall I de- 
liver thee, Israel?” “Oh Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, how I would and ye would 
not!” 

It is so easy to engage oneself in 
what are known as evangelistic activi- 
ties, to have even a true theology of 
evangelism, and yet be and remain the 
kind of person to whose hands the 
Great Shepherd cannot entrust his 
sheep. Let me put the question in this 
way: Can you mention the names of 
the people—two or three perhaps—who 
are to you a cause of real sorrow be- 
cause they are not Christians? They 
are good people, they are your friends, 
but always when you think of them 
there is a pain in your soul because 
they do not serve Jesus Christ. Are 
there such people in your life? If not, 
you are not an evangelist, however 
much the evangelistic work which you 
may be doing. 


Love the Essential 


This emphasis on the impulse of 
evangelism is also of significance 
where the so-called foreign missionary 
enterprise is concerned. There is a 
world of difference between the mis- 
sionary who comes to proclaim the 
truth of the gospel and the missionary 
who comes to care for a people with 
the care of Jesus Christ. The heart of 
the experience for every evangelist 
lies just here: it is when we are really 
concerned with people as people that 
we discover our own poverty too. We 
have speeches, arguments, techniques; 
schools, hospitals, orphanaiges; books, 
pamphlets, posters—but of love and 
real care we do not have what is ne- 
cessary to meet the need. As in the 
parable, so we are driven to say: “A 

(Continued on page 13) 


10 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


I have become firmly convinced 
of late that I belong to the superior 
sex. In fact, there seems to be no 
doubt about it. The women them- 
selves admit it, by imitating us. 

But the strange thing to me is 
the fact that women, instead of be- 
ginning on our virtues, have started 
by imitating our vices. 

I have done a little fishing, not 
much, just enough to know that one 
kind of bait will catch one kind of 
fish and another kind of bait will 
catch another kind of fish. As a 
general rule I can tell from the kind 
of bait the girl uses what kind of a 
poor fish she is angling for. The 
facts are that a cigaret dripping 
from the lips of a girl has never yet 
attracted any kind of man worth 
attracting. 


The secret of a woman’s power 
has always been her womanliness, 
not her masculinity. I know of a 
girl who is an expert boxer, but I 
do not know of any man who wants 
to marry a trained sparring partner. 

“The Lord made the women beau- 
tiful and foolish: Beautiful so that 
the men would love them and foolish 
so that they could love the men.” 

The modern girl who thinks she 
can best gain her rights by stepping 
down from high ideals of woman- 
hood is simply mistaken. She will 
get some flattery, some ridicule be- 
hind her back, and sure disappoint- 
ment. 


Girls Will Be Boys 
Roy L. Smith 


The alarming thing about this 
gasoline, self-starting age is the fact 
that so many young women are 
ashamed of their best. They would 
rather be called good sports than 
good women. Liberty does not con- 
sist in being allowed to be our worst, 
but the right to become our best. 


We have complained against the 
double standard. I am opposed to 
it. But the only progress we have 
made in attaining the single stand- 
ard has been the lowering of wom- 
en’s standards down toward that of 
the men. 


Self-respect is the finest virtue 
that any person can cultivate. The 
world will never rate us any higher 
than we rate ourselves. We tre- 
quently hear girls complaining about 
the restrictions of conventions that 
interfere with a girl becoming more 
womanly. I do know of some that 
have developed for the purpose of 
safeguarding her modesty, protect- 
ing her from insults, and making her 
fight for chastity easier. Chivalry 
and courtesy are the finest compli- 
ment that good men ever pay to 
good women. The woman who at- 
tracts that sort of attention from 
any man is the one who is most a 
woman. The lowest gutter bum in- 
stinctively recognizes a womanly 
woman, and summons all his remain- 
ing manhood to show her respect. 
The woman whose strongest appeal 
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for one man will be respected 
all. 


I overheard a young woman dé) 
fend her drunkenness on the groun¢} 
that she was broadminded on thi 
subject. I do not deny that ani 
woman has the right to drink. Bu 
she also has the right to the reware 
of drinking. If she has any douk 
as to what these rewards are let he 
go down to the Municipal court an} 
see the crowd of drunks that com 
up. Look into the faces of thes} 
wrecks who have won their right 
by long and patient years of drin 
ing. 


One does not need to be broad t 
be deep. The Washington Monu 
ment is narrow but lofty. I have 
feeling that the modern girl is bein 
swindled. She is trading her mod 
esty for recklessness, chastity fo! 
sophistication, freedom for danger 
womanliness for daring, and charn 
for cosmetics. 


It is pathetic when girls will b 
boys. They fail as girls, and mak: 
themselves ridiculous as boys. 

—The Christian Advocate 


Our Leaguers in the Armed Forces 


When our Lord Jesus Christ was 
here on earth He looked forward 
across an unknown stretch of cen- 
turies to the end of this age and 
the time of His return. As a part of 
this vision He declared—and you 
can find His words in your New 
Testaments in Matthew 24 and 25 
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and Luke 21—“There shall be wars 
and rumors of wars. . Nation 
shall rise against nation and king- 
dom against kingdom. ... Upon the 
earth distress of nations in perplexi- 
ty .... men fainting with fear and 
with foreboding of what is coming 
on the world... .” These signs are 


very real today. Those of us wh 
face life face it in this kind of 
world. The great Christian leade 
Elton Trueblood wrote in 1950, “ 
appears that all of us are resigne 
to live the rest of our lives in 
time of crisis.” 


One very real aspect of this arg 


crisis affects very directly the life 
many of our Luther Leaguers, 
least most of the able-bodied 
ys and perhaps some of the girls. 
is is the prospect of being re- 
ired to serve in the armed forces. 
this message is directed particu- 
ly to our young folks who are in 
rvice, or who face the prospect of 
ch service—and to their dear 
es, fellow Leaguers and pastors 
tho wait for them at home. 

F irst of all, let me say it once 
wain: read those chapters in Mat- 
sew and Luke. Particularly, note 
hat Jesus does not say those days 
crisis are days of utter hopeless- 
Ss or destruction. He emphasizes 
sat He forewarns us in order that 
re may be ready; that amid the 
ens of His coming we may be con- 
ent in His salvation and sincere 
1 our expectation of His return. 
‘ote His words: “When you hear 
= wars and tumults, do not be ter- 
Hied.” And “When these things 
=gin to take place, look up and 
aise your heads, because your re- 
=mption is drawing near.” (Luke 
1:9 and 28.) And note particularly 
ruke 21:13: “This will be a time for 
pu to bear testimony.” (Quotations 
~e from the Revised Standard Ver- 
son.) These words are basic to our 
iscussion. The best and only ade- 
uate preparation for the battle of 
He and all of life’s various battles 
; to be living fellowship with Jesus 
"hrist as our Savior and Lord and 
> be living witnesses for Him wher- 
ver we are. Paul describes life in 
=rms of military service in Ephe- 
jans 6 and sums it up in the words, 
‘Be strong in the Lord and in the 
trength of His might.” 

With this as our starting-point, 
=t us add a few practical sugges- 
ions. 1. For those of you who are 
till facing the draft or possible en- 
istment, this suggestion: get all the 
raining and education you can be- 
ere you go in. Most branches of 
he service recommend this, for the 
imple reason that they prefer bet- 
er trained personnel. The more 
raining you have, the more educa- 
ion, the wider choice you will have 
n selecting a specialty that inter- 
sts you, and the better opportunity 
f getting specialized training be- 
ore your service, remember the im- 
ortance of spiritual training. The 


temptations of military life are 
great—greater than most of our 
Leaguers face at home. The more 
maturity and Christian character 
you have before you “do your hitch” 
the better will be your chances of 
“going straight” and bearing wit- 
ness for Christ wherever you are 
called upon to go. 

2. Remember, it’s just as true in 
military life as anywhere else that 
you'll be able to find just what you 
are looking for. If you seek com- 
panionships that are vulgar, obscene 
and degrading, you'll have no dif- 
ficulty finding them. But there are 
countless witnesses who can testify 
from actual experience that it’s just 
as true that you can find the op- 
posite kind. In barracks, on liberty, 
aboard ship, anywhere in this land 
or in any other, you'll find among 
your buddies and among civilian 
friends earnest, consecrated Chris- 
tians, young and old, who will en- 
rich your Christian experience and 
add new joy to your faith. (Just 
the other evening I visited with a 
Navy chief petty officer who is 
eagerly looking forward to comple- 
tion of his twenty years of service 
in the Regular Navy so he can en- 
ter a theological seminary to pre- 
pare for the ministry. He told me 
stories of his own Christian experi- 
ence that made me ashamed of the 
frequent luke-warmness of my own 
faith.) 

3. Know your Chaplain and at- 
tend services regularly. Chaplains, 
like our ministers at home are not 
all alike nor equally popular. But 
the majority of them are sincerely 
interested in each man’s welfare 
and spiritual concern while he is in 
the service. If you are located near 
civilian churches, chaplains will be 
glad to help you find the church of 
your choice in the community. For 
those who are going into service 
there’s a fine little leaflet called 
“Your Chaplain Speaks,” written 
by a Lutheran Chaplain. Pastors 
and Leaguers would do well to give 
this to their youth who are enter- 
ing the service. This and other ex- 
cellent literature, such as “A Mighty 
Fortress,” that fine little Lutheran 
magazine for those in the armed 
forces, can be ordered from the 
Bureau of Service to Military Per- 
sonnel, National Lutheran Council, 


2633 16th St., N. W., Washington 9, 
Dec 

4. Now a word to those of you 
who carry on at home. First of all, 
and always, PRAY. “More things 
are wrought by prayer than this 
world dreams of’ —also for your 
dear ones in service. Many a vet- 
eran testifies with deep gratitude to 
the sustaining power of the prayers 
of his dear ones, his pastor and the 
church at home during the dark 
days of battle, loneliness or tempta- 
tion. Jesus says in the Sermon on 
the Mount we shouldn’t boast of 
our prayers or make a show of 
them; but I am sure He would be 
pleased to see us write often to our 
friends and dear ones in service as- 
suring them we are praying regu- 
larly and earnestly for them. 

5. And do write to them often, in- 
cluding Christian leaflets, letters 
from your League and messages 
from your Church. Did your pastor 
call your attention to a recent post- 
er for your bulletin board? It says, 
“Don’t Forget Your Friends in Serv- 
ice. Pray for Them. Write to Them 
Often.” It is a USO publication, but 


_the National Lutheran Council likes 


it so well they sent word of. it to all 
Lutheran pastors. If you didn’t get 
one, your pastor may still have it— 
or you can get it, and other good 
helps in your ministry to those in 
service, by writing to the address 
given above. 

—‘‘And the peace of God, which 
passes all understanding, will keep 
your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7.) 


Editor’s Note: 

Dr. Madsen has just -received of- 
ficial confirmation of his promotion 
to rank of Commander in the Naval 
Reserve. 


SENIOR SEMINARIAN TO 
ENTER NAVY CHAPLAINCY 
Mr. John Beck, senior student at 

Trinity Seminary has completed 
eight weeks of training at the US. 
Naval Officer Indoctrination School 
for Chaplains, and graduated with 
the class at Newport, Rhode Is- 
land, August 26. He is an Ensign 
in the Navy Reserve Chaplain 
Corps, and will be eligible for ac- 
tive duty when he graduates from 
Trinity next Spring. 
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IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK 
By Walter H. Brooks 


I thought, and prayed, and wondered 
as I thought, 
Might I not have, like those of long 
ago, 
Some glimpse, as in a sudden sunbeam 
caught, 
Of Christ, the Master, passing to and 
fro? 


And as I prayed, it seemed the vision 

came, 
The Master looked upon me, grave 

and sweet; 

And I, in mingled ravishment and 
and shame, 

“Bent my bold eyes, all lowly, to his 
feet. 


“And wouldst thou see me?” gracious- 
ly he said; 

“Thou hast the picture; thou mayst 
always see: 

Search thou the Scriptures thou hast 
always read, 

For they are they that testify of me.” 

—The Watchman-Examiner 


EFFECTIVE PREACHING 


In one of Dr. Alexander Maclaren’s 
sermons he told of how he had read 
somewhere of a preacher who had de- 
livered a very eloquent series of ser- 
mons in refutation of some form of in- 
fidelity, for the special benefit of a 
man who attended his place of wor- 
ship. 

Soon after the man came and de- 
clared himself a Christian. The min- 
ister said to him, “Which of my dis- 
courses was it that removed your 
doubts?” The reply was, “‘Oh, it was 
not any of your sermons that influ- 
enced me. 

“The thing that set me thinking was 
that a poor woman came out of the 
chapel beside me and stumbled on the 
steps, and I stretched out my hand to 
help ther, and she said, “Thank you!’ 
Then she looked at me and said, ‘Do 
you love Jesus Christ, my blessed 
Saviour?’ And I did not, and I went 
home and thought about it, and now I 
can say I love Jesus.” 

—From the Methodist Recorder 


MY HAND IN HIS 


The day had gone: Alone and weak 

I groped my way within a bleak 
And sunless land 

The path that led into the light, 

I could not find... In that dark night 
God took my hand 
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He led me that I might not stray 

And brought me by a new safe way 
I had not known. 

By waters still thru pastures green 

I followed him; the path was clean 
Of brier and stone. 

The darkness lost its strength; 

My waiting eyes beheld at length 
The streaking dawn. 

On, safely on, through sunrise glow 

I walked, my hand in his, and lo, 
The night had gone. 

—The S. S. Banner. 


MAN IS. A SICK FELLOW 

“Every philosophy and every re- 
ligion which depends on the inherent 
goodness or power of man, present or 
future, founders on man _ himself. 
Such theories read well, but attempt- 
ed practice proves them false. They 
fail to survive the test, and man re- 
mains the same. They may claim that 
human nature is essentially good and 
that their task is simply to free him 
from the political, economic or re- 
ligious tyrannies which have driven 
him underground. But when man is 
released from one tyranny, he loses 
himself in another.” 

—J. C. Pollock. 


REST 
Rest is not quitting 
The busy career: 
Rest is the fitting of self 
To one’s sphere. 
*Tis the brook’s motion 
Clear, without strife 
Fleeting to ocean 
After its life. 
"Tis loving and serving 
The highest and best; 
"Tis onward unswerving 
And this is true Rest. 
—Wolfgang von Goethe. 


WELL SPENT 
If you sit down at set of sun 
And count the acts that you have 
done, 
And, counting, find 
One self-denying deed, one word 
That eased the heart of him who 
heard; 
One glance most kind, 
That fell like sunshine where it 
went— 
Then you may count that day well 
spent. 


But, if, through all the livelong day, 

You’ve nothing done that you can 

| trace 

That brought the sunshine to one 
face— 


=| 
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No act so small 
That helped some soul and nothing } 
cost— | 

Then count that day as worse than } 
lost. 
—George Elliot. 


STILL IN FORCE 


by Christ. He interpreted them, 
exemplified them, He gave men po 
er to keep them. He taught that the 
applied to motives and desires 4a 
well as to actions. He insisted tha 
they are infallible, unchanging an} 
of universal application.—Charles | 
Erdman in “Your Bible and You 
(Winston). 


SUPERLATIVE COMPLIMENTS | 

I only know one compliment pait 
to a wife finer than that spoken by 
coloured man in America just afte 
his wedding and the completion of it 
registration. “How much Ah owe 
you, rev’end?” he asked. “Oh,” sai 
the minister, “just pay me whateve 
it’s worth to you.” The young mai 
looked over his bride from head t 
foot with adoring eyes, and _ said 
“You’s ruined me fo’ life, re’end, you 
shure has!” 

The compliment that, in my judg 
ment, surpasses that, came from th 
lips of the famous American lawye: 
and raconteur, Chauncey M. Depew 
when somebody asked him whom hi 
would like to be if it were possibl 
for him to come to earth a secont 
time. Like a flash he answered, “My 
wife’s second husband,” and _ thu: 
made her the happiest and proudes 
woman in the world. 


The salesman, after gaining en 
trance to the prospect’s home, put or 
his personality act. “My, what a love 
ly home you have,” he gushed. “Ang 
pray tell me what is in that beautifu 
vase on the mantel?” 

“My husband’s ashes,” said th 
young wife. 

“Oh, I'm so sorry. How long ha 
he been dead?” 

“He’s not. Just too lazy to find a 
ashtray!” 


The employer asked his secretar: 
to look at a letter addressed to hir 

“T can’t make out whether it’s fror 
my tailor or my lawyer,” he worriec 
“They’re both named Smith.” 

And this is what his secretary reac 

“I have begun your suit. Ready t 
be tried on Thursday. Smith.” 
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end has arrived and I have nothing 
set before him.” We cannot feed 
on scraps. We love too truly to 
that. 


ut there is another Friend to whom 
may go, one who has promised to 
ovide us with bread whenever we 
wAsk,” he said, “and it will be 
en you; seek and you will find; 
ock, and it will be opened to you. 
r if you who are evil know how to 
e good gifts to your children, how 
ch more will the heavenly Father 


we the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
9» 


swer to Prayer for the Holy Spirit 
‘The answer to the prayer for the 
ly Spirit is always Yes! There is al- 
ys bread with him who is the Bread 
Life. And he gives it to those who 
Our problem is that we forget 
at we cannot feed our friends who 
ime to us out of our own sufficiency, 

that we do not know the way to 
ar other Friend’s home sufficiently 
11 in order to run to him in a hur- 
-. The evangelist must be a man of 
rayer or he will never find the bread 
ith which to feed the hungry. But it 
just here that we must reckon with 
aother truth, a truth which any evan- 
+list who has gone to Jesus asking for 
-ead knows. Again and again the an- 
wer of Jesus to the request for bread 
this: ‘Friend, a large supper is 
sady; therefore go and bring your 
tiend, and not only him but many 
[hers also.” 


Bread for those whom Jesus will 
cing’ to our door, and bread for those 
thom Jesus bids us go and find and 
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bring to his door—both are indivisible 
parts of the one task. We have no 


bread, but he gives the Holy Spirit to 


them that ask him. A supper is going 
to waste, a supper which God gave his 
‘Son to die on the cross to prepare. 
Therefore, “go out to the highways 
and hedges and compel people to 
‘come in.” 


Some who are hungry will come 
asking for bread, but many who are 
equally hungry must have the bread 
taken to them. “Do you ‘believe in 
Jesus?” we ask someone whom we 
would win for the Kingdom. We get 
no answer, for the question in his 
heart is, “Does Jesus believe in me?” 
The evangelist must know how to say, 
and say convincingly, “Yes, my friend. 
Jesus does believe in you and he is 
waiting for you. Come!” 


Compel Them! 


But just what does it mean that the 
Master says to us, “Go, and compel 
people to come in?” What does it 
mean that we are ordered to succeed? 


‘Surely we are here face to face with 


the ‘basic contradiction in which the 
evangelist is involved—the contradic- 
tion between the command to suc- 
ceed in his mission to those to whom 
he is sent and the need to be faithful 
to the message with which he is en- 
trusted. The truth is that many who 
are invited will not come, and that the 
Master will not send his invitation back 
to them in a more acceptable form. 
Our faithfulness to Jesus Christ does 
set limits on our search for successful 
evangelistic methods, but even so does 
the love of God for every man drive 
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us to seek for methods which will be 
more successful. 

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
The temptations arose because he must 
succeed in that which he came to do 
and because he must also be faithful 
to his Father who sent him. Our 
serious temptations, too, lie just where 
we are led by the Spirit. 


Where We Are Led? 


By way of illustration, let us look at 
a pervasive feature of the human situ- 


ation today, a situation which seems 


to be a characteristic of this midnight 
hour in which we live. For countless 
men and women, the natural context 
of their lives has been destroyed. Fam- 
ily and neighborhood no longer deter- 
mine how life is lived. Rather, the 
determining factors are the compan- 
ions with whom they work, the clubs 
of which they are members, the gangs 
‘to which they belong. When the evan- 
gelist succeeds with people like this, 
there arise congregations of Christians 
whose form of existence calls into 
question the normal structure of the 
parish. Do we see where the path of 
obedience lies in this situation? We 
must be faithful; we must also suc- 
ceed. What shall we do? Our present 
problem—and it is an urgent one—is 
that in situation after situation of this 
kind, where evangelistic experiment 
has pointed to uncharted ways or call- 
ed into question accepted structures, 
the churches are in large measure re- 
fusing to be led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness, there to be tempted by the 
devil. They seem to prefer to go to 
the cross some other way. 


HE BIELE IN COLOMBIA 
Continued from page 7) 


ich evangelical work is still undergoing in Colombia, 
1e fact that distribution of the Scriptures is possible at all 
ust be considered a blessing of God upon this people. 
lacing our trust in Him, we believe that, in the not-too- 


far-distant future, closed doors will be opened anew for 
the great cause of Christ. God save Colombia! 

Translator’s note: * Interestingly enough the themes for 
1954’s Bible Week almost all had to do with Mary. I am 
sorry I don’t have a copy of the themes as the nature of a 
number of them was such that one wonders what Bible 
texts they could possibly draw upon to support them. One 
was the Assumption of the Virgin. 


‘CONTACT WITH RUSSIAN CHRISTIANITY 
Continued from page 4) 
-which is extremely widespread in Russia—all serve 
larxism. But many Orthodox priests told me that they 
ere convinced their church would live to the end of 
me. I read in local newspapers, that anti-religious 
ropaganda is being stepped up. After 37 years of Bol- 
revistic rule this is proof that Orthodox Christians are 
yen today adhering to their faith. 

Russian Church Loyal to State 
The Orthodox church refrains from every expression 
mncerning the official industrial or cultural life of its 
2ople. It is contained in itself and has transferred the 


loyalty which it once showed the czaristic state to the 
Bolshevist state. That is hard for us to understand, but 
apparently more in accordance with their history and 
theology than any other attitude. I don’t believe that 
we should apply our own church attitude toward nation 
and state indiscriminately as a criterion for the Russian 
church. 

I also talked to Lutherans and Baptists in Russia. 
For lack of time I must omit what they said. 

The main thing is that Christianity also exists in the 
Soviet Union. The figures run into millions. It has a 
hard time of it. But God can be near it as He is near 
to us in His judgment and mercy. 
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If a man empties his purse into h) 
head, no man can take it from hin 
An investment in knowledge alway 
pays the best interest. — Benjamij 
Franklin. | 


Quick, Reliable Information on 


Over 7,550 Religious Subjects 


LUTHERAN 
~~‘ CYCLOPEDIA 


A valuable reference tool designed for the 
Christian home, church worker, library. 


| Katherine 


wife of Luther 
Perplexing religious questions and problems are constantly arising. You 
generally don’t have time to run to the library or consult your pastor. CLARA SEUEL SCHREIBER 


You'll find the Lutheran Cyclopedia a great time-saver and a reliable source 
of quick information on such subjects as: ‘‘Lodges’’, Church and State’”’, 


“Free Will’, “Lay Baptism’’, ““Communistic Societies”, ‘Gambling and The story of Katherine von Bora, — 
Lotteries’, ‘The Dance’’, ‘‘Divine Healing”, “Catholic Church”’. the proud and efficient person- | 
The Cyclopedia offers up-to-date information on over 7,550 subjects of ality who brought order and 


religious significance, past and present. It contains brief enlightening 
expressions of the Christian faith in such important areas as: art, music, 
worship, education, Bible translations, Bible interpretation, missions, church the man she loved. This unusual 
organizations, liturgics, hymnology, architecture, archaeology, publicity, 
social work, church finances, ethics, church history. 


peace into the stormy career of 


novel offers intriguing insights 
<a into the life of the Great 
Reformer. $2.75 


Turn to its easy-to-read pages for reliable information on the main teachings 
and history of your church, other Lutheran Synods, the church bodies of 
the world, current movements in the Church, movements which have 
affected the Church. 


\ 


Entries on hundreds of living and historic personages. Special emphasis on 
Lutheranism in America. Basic articles by 112 major contributors. 
Extensive cross references. 


Martin Luther 
By Carl E. Koppenhaver 


A dramatic retelling of 
the life of one of the 
world’s great religious 
leaders. 60c 


Belongs in every Lutheran home. A useful reference book for public 
libraries, for seminary, university, college, and high school libraries. 


1160 pages. Bound in durable handsome maroon binding. 6 x 9. Gold lettering. 


eet Day By Day We Magnify Thee 
Compiled and translated by 


A FEW OF THE OVER 7,550 ENTRIES M. Steiner and P. Scott 


Kiss of Peace Millenium Finances in the Church te pu Rae 
Browning, Robert Church and State Four-Square Gospel weiter "437 seed Ciss 
Bulls Churching of Women Unpardonable Sin : Poe 


Lutheran Confessions $3.00 


siete Communistic Societies Roman Catholic Church 
reese ay Divine Healing Freemasonry 
Charlemagne i 
chautanets Means of Grace Hades Gospel Road to Reformation 
Christmas and Christmas Ecce Homo Worship of Saints By Heinrich Boehmer 
Customs Emerson, Ralph Waldo House of David A significant biography 


treating Martin Luther 
in his formative years. 
468 pages. $4.00 


Luther Now 
By Hanns Lilje 
translated by. 
Carl J. Schindler 
The significance of 
Luther today. $2.50 


Special Pre-Publication Offer to Sept. 30 
— $5.95 — 
RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW 


REE LOL IIS SR at all bookstores 
CLLEGE EEE EEE LER ECE EEE LE LOE EEE EE ELE ERE EE EEE EGS, 


Lutheran Publishing House ~-MURLENBURG-PRESS = Pilea 


200 S. Fifth Street Blair, Nebraska 
Order From Your Own Book Stor 
OWL SINS BPW GIN DP Def Oi Bred ear Drea Dee aS OPN GEN LD BP GIN GD eet 
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IS THIS YOU? 


ought to belong to the church be- 
se I ought to be better than I am. 
ry Ward Beecher said, “The church 
ot a gallery for the exhibition of 
inent Christians, but a school for 
education of imperfect ones.” 
/ought to belong to the church be- 
se of what I can give to it and do 
ugh it, as well as because of what 
ay get out of it. The church is not 
lormitory for sleepers, it is an in- 
tution of workers; it is not a rest 
np, it is a front-line trench. 


. ought to belong to the church be- 
ise of hopes; hope that lives when 
jmises are dead; hope that paves 
way for progress; hope that vis- 
S peace and social justice; hope for 
ve, and hope for eternity—the grand 
pe that casts its anchor behind Jesus 
cist. 

ought to belong to the church be- 
se of memories; memories of things 
an never forget; memories of faces 
tt will never fade; memories of vows 
tt are the glory of youth. 


ought to belong to the church, but 
until I am ready to join a going 
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concern; not until I am willing to be- 
come an active partner with Jesus 
Christ. —The Messenger. 


JUST LISTEN 


Many Protestant preachers have dis- 
covered a new field of usefulness in 
what is known as pastoral counseling. 
But an elderly business man in the 
East, upon retiring from the firm, 
found a new occupation for service in 
‘Just listening.” A pastor wrote about 
him in the Christian Herald as fol- 
lows: 


“They don’t want advice, and they 
wouldn’t take it if I gave it; they 
just want to unburden their hearts. 
The overworked doctors and you 
busy ministers can’t spare a whole 
hour or more on one case, and these 
people can’t afford and don’t need 
a psychiatrist. That’s where I come 
in—and just listen.” 


We have known of this need, but 
there are few who minister it. The 
Roman Church has recognized the need 
through the centuries and has found 
in its confessional a source of strength. 
In more recent years, the psychiatrists 


15 


have tried to meet the need scientifi- 
cally. 

In Protestant circles we have not 
done anything about it. We train 
preachers to preach, run a church, 
counsel or advise, but not “just listen.” 


‘ Still, there is comfort and strength 


and “release” to have someone listen 
to us when we want to open our 
hearts—someone who will listen with- 
out criticism and without importuning 
or scolding.—Covenant Weekly. 


A little more play would meet a 
real need now in most rural com- 
munities. It would help us to forget 
our work and our worries and make 
us think and act with other people. 

The rural Church Department, Drew 
Seminary, Madison, N. J., has made a 
selection of over a hundred games 
that farmers like to play. These games 
are described in such a way that they 
can be used by any local person with- 
out the help of a recreational special- 
ist. This bulletin is being sent out 
upon request. 

We don’t quit playing because we 
grow old, but we grow old because we 
quit playing. 


TTORIALS AND COMMENTS 
mtinued from page 3) 


the future also will have two years to make up their 


ids. 


“he provision concerning clergymen was only part of 
arge-scale revamping of the social security system. 
2 amending act brings in large numbers of farm em- 
yees and self-employed farm operators and profes- 


nal men. 


t also raises monthly benefits by at least $5 for single 
ired workers and as much as $31.25 for some fami- 
s. New social security tax increases range up to $12 
year for employees (matched by employers) and $18 


the self-employed. 


Estimates of the number of clergymen and religious 
gible under the liberalization have ranged as high as 


),000. 


According to a member of the Church Pensions Con- 
ference, an organization of denominational pension fund 


executives, the new act is not expected to affect. the pen- 


sions paid to retired ministers through denominational 


funds. 


Most denominations, he said, planned to continue pres- 
ent pension arrangements and advise clergymen to par- 
ticipate in the social security system as well. 


One provision of the law allows for retroactive cor- 


rection of records within two years of the bill’s enact- 
ment to correct hardship cases and inequities among 
employees of non-profit organizations. 

(Because of clerical errors, it has been found in many 


cases that employees who were paying their social se- 


body involved. 


SY TE EI 
THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mgr. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Telephones: 
Circle 5-6146-6147 


Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 


TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


curity tax and thought they were covered had not been 
certified properly by the hospital, college or religious 


i 
Lincoln Nebraska 
FORD VAN LINES 
MOVING SERVICE ANYWHERE 


Local Agent: MRS. DAN GREENO 
COLLEGE HILL, BLAIR, NEBRASKA 


Phone 2727 
SED 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 


H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


School Time Again.. . 


STUDENT GIFT IDEAS 


LETTER HOLDERS 


A truly de luxe item. Ideal for the home or office; nicely bal- 
anced to afford space for bills, notes, letters, stationery, and other 


miscellanea. Each carries a deeply embossed design. Boxed. 
Height, 35 in.; width, 3144 in.; depth, 134 in. 
No. 4572151. HEAD OF CHRIST 


No, 4572152. SHEPHERD 
No: 4572153. eee SB ANDS 


6 Bach ol; 00. 
(Shipping wt., 1 Ib. per pe 


No. 4512151 


DESK MOTTOES 


Something definitely different! Each motio has a 


brightly embossed inspirational text and design. Base 
curved to hold pencil. Polished and lacquered. Length, 


5 in.; height, 2 in. Gift-boxed. 


No. 4571904 


No. 4571901. 
No. 4571902. 
No. 4571903. 
No. 4571904. 
No. 4571905. 


THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD (shepherd) — JESUS LOVES ME (cross) 
JESUS NEVER FAILS (sunrise) — JESUS SAVES (cross) 

GOD IS LOVE (rugged cross) — WATCH AND. PRAY (praying hands) 
TRUST AND OBEY (open Bible) — HE CARETH FOR YOU (Good Shepherd) 


GOD IS MY REFUGE AND STRENGTH (head of Christ) —- TEACH ME TO DO 
THY WILL (lamp) 
3 Each, 60 cents 


(Shipping wt., 8 oz.) 


BOOK ENDS 


Book ends of unusual distinction! They're 


rugged —they're graceful. Brightly pol- 
Edges expertly hand- 
Felt 
tabs prevent marring of delicate surfaces. 
Each pair in gift box. Height, 4 in.; width, 


3% in.; depth, 35% in. 


ished, chaste designs. 
hammered. Two designs to each pair. 


No. 4572103 
No. 4572101. THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM (Bible) — COMMIT THY 
WAY UNTO THE LORD; TRUST ALSO IN HIM (cross) 
No. 4572102. THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION (lamp)—THE LORD IS THE 
STRENGTH OF MY LIFE (praying hands) 
No. 4572103. DELIGHT THYSELF IN THE LORD (Christ) — THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD, | SHALL 


NOT WANT (Good Shepherd) 
$2.00 the pair 


(DUE TO CURRENT CONDITIONS, WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES ON ABOVE ITEMS) 


(Shipping wt., 2 Ibs. per pair) 
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Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street Blair, Nebraska 
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+ SUGGESTION 
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Here Are Other 4 7 


BIBLES. 


“Ehe .R.S-V. Bibl 
© and Testaments 
maké excelfent 
ing « away. gifts 
ollege 's tudents. 
will help hem 
fast to their ® 
tian. faith. Fin 
dent Bibles may © 
had for $3. 00, $6. 00 and. $1 


a 
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DESK ie a ae 


Mottoes—Luminous desk mgd 
toes \with brown plastic bag 
Texts available are Jesus Nev 
Fails, Trust In the Lord, God A 
swers Prayer, Watch. and Pra 
Trust and Obey and Jesus Lov 
Me. Order by text. Price, $.50 eae 
Letteropeners—Fine chro} 
plated letteropeners make the p 
fect student gift and are §. 
Gold-plated, $1.00. Specify whic 
Paperweight—Features the Heg 
of Christ on the top and a mirr¢ 
on the reverse side. Has gold fo 
underlay sealed in with plast 
facing for permanency. Price,$.7 


PLAQUES AND PICTURES 

Wall or table plaques and pi 
tures add a Christian atmospher 
to the student’s room. A wid 
variety from $.25 and up are aval 
able. Check our gift catalog — 
write for lists. 
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Lutheran Publishing House 7 

200 S. Fifth Street > 

Blair, Nebraska 9 

Please send me the following: é 

—tLetter Holder-No. ————— 4 

—Desk Motto (Copper)-No. — 5 
—Book Ends-No. ————— 

—Mottoes (Luminous) —— . 

—Letteropener > 

—Paperweight 3! 

-—Bible or Plaque Needs 2 

Attached 7 

I enclose $ C.0.D.— Charge— 7 
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